August 8, 2008

Gary K. Van Meter

Deputy Director

Office of Regulatory Policy

Farm Credit Administration

1501 Farm Credit Drive

McLean, VA 22102-5090

Dear Mr. Van Meter,

I work at AgFirst Farm Credit Bank.  We are a member of the Farm Credit System which is the largest agricultural lending institution in the United States.  We have 23 associations that we provide funding and services to.  In turn, our associations finance thousands of farmers, ranchers, rural homeowners and agricultural related businesses.  We have several different vehicles that are used to provide financing to our customers to better benefit them and their agricultural lifestyle.

The Farm Credit Administration’s proposed rule to enable Farm Credit institutions to make rural community investments is urgently needed to help meet the needs of rural communities.

Rural communities generally do not have the same infrastructure, services, and facilities as more metropolitan areas for transportation, health care, and education.  These factors drive employment and economic opportunities, growth and the future of rural America.
I strongly support this proposed rule and urge the Farm Credit Administration to adopt this rule to help support our rural communities.  Thank you.

Sincerely,

Wendy Suydam
Wendy Suydam

SOX Compliance Officer

AgFirst Farm Credit Bank   

